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leroy during a surprise night attack on Cremona. In 1702 the struggle
began in earnest with Marlborough's first campaign in the Netherlands.
Law's activities are impossible to describe with any precision at this
time, since he wrote no letters during this period which are in existence.
A curious reference in the Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Paris to the incarceration of a certain 'Sr. Las', a foreigner, in April,
1701, suggests that John may have spent a week in a French prison at this
lime,1 Unfortunately the offence is not staled and further details are lacking,
bul', if the delinquent can be identified with Law his arrest was probably
because his papers were not in order. According to his own statement he
was in Piedmont during the spring of 1703 when he gave the French
ambassador in Turin ihe details of a scheme he had worked out for the
revival of French industry in some of the districts through which he had
passed on his way to Italy two or three years previously. In Turin Law
scoured nnothcr potential patron in the person of Duke Victor Amadeus,
ruler of Savoy-Piedmont. This able but crafty character was at this time
contemplating a clumgo of sides iu the European struggle. Family ties
bound him to France. His wife was a sister of the Duke of Charlres, One
of his daughters was married to one of Louis XlV's grandsons, the Duke
of Burgundy, heir presumptive to the French throne, and another was
married to the other grandson Philip, the new monarch of Spain. In spite
of his French connections, however, Victor Amadous had changed sides
more. than once in the earlier campaigns against Louis, and once again
he found himself tired of the insolence which lie had been obliged to
suffer at his kinsman's bands. His actions, it must -be admitted, though
cunning and calculated, wore always designed to promote the welfare of
Ins principality, Indeed any project with that end in view won his im-
mediate sympathy. He consequently received Law kindly and gave him
all the information he required as to the administration of bis state and
its resources,

Among oilier ihingrt Law was struck by tho large numbers of French
workers who, principally for religious reasons (for the Protestants in
Savoy-Piodmont were undisturbed K were employed in the textile factories.
Ifo estimated I hero must l>o about 4,500 such workers who but for Louis
XlVVi Mliff-uedkiHl obstinacy over the Edict of Nantes might Jiavcs bwu
onrielung the country of their birth with the products of their labours.

J Tim (lottiimtMitM eomwruiiiK ibis uu'.ulcnt arc qiiotatl by A. Ifalj.ainbr. in bis
Lti Pronwiciatwn tin Norn dc Jean Law k F'manticr, in Etudes Jiomanoa, Pariw, 3891,
"wnw a number of vurianit) of Law's name in. use in Franco including Law,
and